" Well no. More often 1 think It's arranged direct between
the Minister and Professor Hair/'
Easton stared at me expressionless!/.
"In fact, a completely unofficial arrangement?"
"More or less. I'm afraid I don't know much about that
side of it."
" No," said Easton,, deciding to be just, even to me. u I don't
expect you do. There is no reason why you should. Your duty
is to carry out your instructions, and their origin is no concern
of: yours."
He sat for a bit and stared into the distance as though he
had known it once but proposed to cut it now.
"Of course as you were saying, Sir Lewis, the thing cries
out to be co-ordinated," said Pinker. "There's overlapping all
over the place. Did I tell you that there are three sets of
people working on sea corrosion, none of them knowing that
the rest exist?"
" I can well believe it," said Easton. " I should not be sur-
prised if there were thirty," He brought his eyes back to me.
"Do you read the reports of the National Scientific Council?"
1 hesitated and said, " I have seen one or two . . ."
"Reports are published monthly," said Easton. "The
National Council, of which I have the honour to! be chairman,
publishes a report surveying all current research work, not1 of
a Most Secret nature, of which it is aware. Do you sec that
report regularly?"
"No/1 1 said.
"Do you inform the National Council of your activities?"
" I don't personally. Professor Masr may. Of course the snag
is that most of our stuff is ' most secret,'"
"There is, in addition, a Limited Circulation Bulletin which
covers that aspect. Is your work recorded in that?"
" I really don't know, sir. it's not my side of the house."
"But you would naturally expect that it would be?" said
Easton.
"I'm afraid I don't know enough about our relations with
the National Council to know/' I said rather uncomfortably.
Easton started to cut the middle distance again.
"Your relations with the National Council," he said pon-
derously, " and those of every other research organisation have
been clearly' laid down by the Cabinet. It is the remit of the
Council to supervise, control and advise on all scientific work
directed to the war effort, and to act as general advisers on
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